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INTER-AFRLCAN AFFAIRS 


LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN WEST AFRICA DISCUSSED 
Paris POLITIQUE AFRICAINE in French Sep 82 pp 116-118 


[Report delivered at the Ife Symposium (22-26 February 1982) by Mouftaou O. 
Laleye ] 


[Text] Nearly 2 years ago, the Universities of Ife and Bordeaux put forth 
the idea of organizing an international conference, within the framework of 
the French language studies program at the University of Ife, at which 


university personnel and — of local administration could discuss 
the problems encountered in the administration of local collectives in West 
Africa and Cameroon. The nbarant in suey a gathering for the exchange of 
different viewpoints was underlined by the priority position of local admin- 
istration in government policies, on the one hand, and the unity and diver- 


sity in the subregion from the historical, political and cultural viewpoints, 
on the other. But these were also the source of the difficulties which were 
to develop in the course of preparations for the conference. 


Organized in the end by those in charge of the Local Government Training 
Program at the University of Ife, the conference was not able to obtain the 
full international participation sought. Since a good number of the 
countries in the subregion did not attend, the discussions were pursued by 
university personnel from Cameroon, Benin, Great Britain, the Black African 
Studies Center in Bordeaux and numerous Nigerian participants, representing 
governments in the Federation, 19 nations, local collectives and the 
university community. Without any doubt the conference was international 
judge from the quality and the impact of the contributions made by t! 
foreign delegations, as well as the approach on the basis of which the 
subjects were studied. 


More than 30 reports, of unequal interest, were presented by participa 

were alert, clear-thinking, critical and ready to address basic issues. 
References to the Nigerian situation were without a doubt the most numerou 
but this was in almost all cases in order to supplement the analysis of prob- 
lems exceeding their national framework. During the plenary sessions and 
within the framework of the meetings of more specialized commissions, 2 
certain number of themes jointly accepted by the participants, apart from the 
use of methods of approach and various concepts. were discussed. 


Let us briefly note the most important of these: 











~-the discussion on local collectives, in most cases without reference to the 
peoples involved; 


--the unsuitability of the theoretical concepts and local administrative 
structures imposed by the colonizers and reorganized by state government 
leaders after independence was won; 


--the duplicity of governmental authorities who, through their constant 
encroachment on the authority of the local collectives, denied the role they 
themselves entrusted to those collectives; 


--the problems involving financing, personnel and the relations of the local 
collectives with the central authorities; 


-~-the maintenance of traditional authorities, sometimes actively urged by the 
government leaders, posing the problem of their adaptation to or integration 
in so-called modern administrative structures; 


--in terms of their structures and methods of operation, the local collec- 
tives reflect the overall policy of the governments, in particular the 
strategies adopted in the field of development; 


--the local authorities experience identical problems throughout the West 
African subregion; 


~-the local collectives can and should play an irreplaceable role in the 
development process; and 


--it is difficult, if not impossible, to isolate the local collectives from 
their sociopolitical environment. 


Such an assessment is far from negligible in itself. Overall, the discus- 
sions were critical, indeed even political, in tone, and it is unfortunate 
that the public statement issued at the end of the conference did not reflect 
this aspect. In a way, the conference presented the charges against the 
population control policies pursued by the governments through the nulitiple 
local administrative reforms.’ Thus it became clear that the conditions for 
real decentralization and effective sharing of the exercise of power were not 
fulfilled. 


This contrast between the final statement and the nature of the discussions 
was certainly the result of a desire--still to be found everywhere--to 
demonstrate to the political authorities the "usefulness" of such a confer- 
ence, as a source of "constructive proposals" and "positive criticisms." 
This may explain the optimism of the participants as to the possibility that 
the present governments will proceed with decentralization. 


If the lack of (official) delegations from Gambia and Ghana had to do with 
domestic problems in these two countries, the limited participation by the 
French-speaking countries, despite urgent and repeated requests, provides 
food for thought. Were the absences noted the result of the traditional 

















mistrust by these states of any Nigerian undertaking? Should we see therein 
the reflection of a secondary interest in university activities (and 
research)? Or again, is the question of local administration so delicate 
that the governments can not tolerate its discussion--above all, abroad? One 
would hope that West African university personnel will develop a spirit of 
initiative, courage, and if necessary, scientific boldness such as to ke it 
possible to prevent government options alone from determining their scienti- 
fic interests within their countries, as well as abroad. If it is true that 
the university personnel in French-speaking West Africa do not enjoy ideal 
conditions for their emancipation--but do such conditions exist elsewhere? 
--it might be suggested that, by seizing every opportunity available to meet 


with their colleagues in the subregion (whether English-speaking or not), 
they could achieve a fuller development. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SADACC TO MEET IN MASERU--Maseru: The heads of state of the nine Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference Countries (SADACC) will meet in 
Maseru on 27 and 28 January to review the organization's economic development 
programme, aimed at reducing dependence on South Africa economically. A joint 
communique issued in Maseru after a preparatory meeting for the SADACC summit, 
said ministers of finance and development planning of Lesotho and Botswana met 
yesterday to finalise the provisional agenda for the conference. The communique 
said the summit would focus on agricultural and industrial development and also 
review progress reports on other major areas in SADACC cooperaticn, such as 
transport and communication, energy and manpower. [Text] [MB221722 Mbabane 
THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 22 Oct 82 p 2] 


CSO: 3400/157 























UNITA REPORTS ARCHBISHOP'S CAPTURE WAS INTENTIONAL 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 28 Oct 82 p ll 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3400/179 


LISBON. — A Unita 
spokesman in Lisbon has 
denied news _ reports 
claiming the Angolan se-, 
bel movement had kid-z 
napped the Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop of 
Lubango by mistake. 

The Unita youth rep- 
resentative, who asked 
not to be named, said it 
was a mistake to think 
Unita was opposed to the, 
church in Angola, but the 
kidnaopping was a plan- 
ned part of the guerrillas’ 
offensive against the 
Marxist governmem of: 
Luanda. 

The Archbishop Alex- 
andre do Nascimento. was 
seized 10 days ago from, 
the Catholic mission in 
Mongua, in the province 
of Cunene, bordering 
South Africa. Six nuns, 
including a _ French 
woman named as Mane 
Filomene, and a West 
German, were also kid- 
napped. 

The Unita spokesman 
was unabie to confirm re- 
ports circulating in Lisbon 
that the archbishop had 
been wounded during the 
attack. He said the arch- 
bishop was “‘ill’’. It was 


probable he was suffering 
from a heart condition. 


Government could not 
guarantee the ity of 
the area, the pekaliods 
said. 


. He refused to name the 
conditions his movement 
had set for their release, 
but said the Vatican could 


ke bypeght into the nego- 


The Unita statement 
said the movement had 
broken all relations with 
the Red Cross, claiming 
the organisation had been 
infiltrated by Angolan 
Government party ele- 
ments. It condemned 
what it called the Red 
Cross’s silence. over - the 
ituation in A ; Y 

In a report from Luan-. 
da, the Angolan national 
news agency criticised the 
issuing of Unita state- 
ments from Lisbon, de- 
spite “repeated deciara- 
tions from the Portuguese 
Government that it was 
making every effort to 
strengthen its ties with 
Angola.” — Sapa-AP. 








ANGOLA 








ANGOLA 


MPIA TRIBAL, TECHNOCRATIC CONCERNS, UNITA CHANGES REPORTED 
London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English No 20, 6 Oct 82 p 8 


. [Text] 


ANGOLA: OVIMBUNDU DITCHING. The only Ovimbundu 
minister in the Angolan government, transport minister Faustino 
Muteka (AC Vol 23 No 17), may become provincial commissar of 
Luanda, a district where his tribal origin will guarantee that he 
has no powers. Muteka is from the Bailundo, one of the largest 
branches of the Ovimbundu tribe. The plan is for Muteka to take 
over one of the jobs of provincial coordination minister, Maj. 
Evaristo Domingos Kimba, one of the most trusted aides of 
President Eduardo dos Santos. Muteka will remain under the 
close control of Kimba. 

It is widely understood that Muteka will be replaced by 
his deputy, a West German-trained engineer, Julio de Almeida. 
This move follows the pattern that has recently emerged where- 
by the technocrats, who have effectively been running the 
ministeries as number twos, have been named to take over from 
the political appointees at the top. The process began with the 
sacking in May of the internal trade minister, who is responsible 
for food distribution, and continued with a large-scale reshuffle 
in the economic ministries. 

Muteka’s imminent departure has been mooted in Luanda 
political circles for several weeks and the delay in ousting him 
betrays the problem the Angolan leadership faces in balanc- 
ing the various rival factions, particularly in view of Muteka’s 
unique position as an MPLA Ovimbundu. 

On the opposing Angolan front, we hear there has been a 
notable change. Dr Jorge Sangumba, UNITA’s long-serving head 
of foreign affairs, has been replaced by Jeremias Chitunda, 
hitherto the movement’s Washington-based representative. 

In keeping with Dr Jonas Savimbi's policy of ensuring that 
officers in comfortable exile outside Angola do their stint in the 
bush, both Sangumba and Tony Fernandes, the former London 
representative are now in the political department with the 
guerrillas @ 


CSO: 3400/179 











BOTSWANA 


MASIRE SAYS BOTSWANA TRYING 70 CONTAIN GUERRILLAS 
AB221150 Paris AFP in English 1127 GMT 22 Oct 82 


[Text] Harare, 22 Oct (AFP)--President Quett Masire of Botswana, who is to 
visit Zimbabwe next week, has told the Zimbabwean News Agency that his govern 
ment is doing all it can to prevent renegade Zimbabwean guerrillas from crossing 
the border into his country. 


However, the Ziana Agency quoted him as saying, in an interview in Gaborone, 
it was not easy for Botswana police to pick the renegades out from people 
legitimately traveling to Botswana. 


Zimbabwe Prime Minister Robert Mugabe said here this week that the issue of 
cross-border movements by "dissidents" formerly loyal to opposition leader 
Joshua Nkomo would be discussed when Mr Masire comes to Zombabwe next Tuesday 
for a 4-day stay. 


Meantime, the CHRONICLE newspaper in the southwestern Zimbabwe city of Bulawayo, 
quoting sources in Botswana, said several hundred renegade Nkomo guerrillas were 
living at the Dukwe refugee camp in northeasterm Botswana that is run by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 


The ex-guerrillas were led by a man named Raphael Dube and wer- lodged in a 
camp isolated from the main Dukwe camp because they had not yet been granted 
refugee status, the CHRONICLE said. 


Other refugees at Dukwe are from Angola, South Africa, Namibia and Lesotho, 
The CHRONICLE said the Zimbabweans and Angolans had fought recently, leaving 
several Angolans injured. 


The newspaper reported that Mr Dube runs a stringent physical training programme 
which all Zimbabweans in the sub-camp must attend. The paper said gunshots had 
been heard recently in the camp, but that no proof had been found that the 
ex-guerrillas were armed. 


The Zimbabwean dissidents, who are believed to number at least 2,000 inside the 
country, are held responsible for an 8-month wave of violence that has killed 
at least 50 people in the southwestern Matabelland region. The CHRONICLE said 
Botswana officials insist their country is not being used as a staging post for 
dissident attacks into border areas of Zimbabwe. 


CSO: 3400/157 

















BURUNDI 


CONDITIONS UNDER CURRENT REGIME ASSESSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Oct 82 p 7 


[Article by Philippe Decraene: "Colonel Bagaza's Regime Seeks to Ensure 
Development by Rallying the Peasants"] 


[Text] Bujumbura--"These tales about the Hutu and the Tutsi are merely folk 
legends," Col Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, the chief of state of Burundi, states 
forcefully. Following the slaughter in 1972, by means of which the Tutsi 
minecrity, which is now in power in Bujumbura, planned to implement the "final 
solution" to the Hutu problem, everything having to with ethnic questions is 
regarded as an "outdated" issue here. 


President Bagaza develops this view in the following terms: "There is in 
Burundi neither any Hutu nor any Tutsi territory. Neither »f these peoples 
has a language, a culture, a religion which is its own. Thus there is only a 
single tribe, that of the Barundi." 


If we are to believe the president of Burundi, the theories of the ethnolo- 
gists, who distinguish a Hutu majority of Bantu origin, basically dedicated to 
agriculture, a Tutsi minority of Hamitic origin, made up of conquering herds- 
men who came from the north, and a residual, apparently indigenous Twa group, 
are “in error," and have been "taken over by people of bad faith for exclu- 
sively political purposes." 


The Law of Silence 


Everything which might perpetuate "divisions which have never existed" is 
therefore strictly prohibited here. President Bagaza proclaims that the 
government wants to accelerate national reconciliation, and everything repre- 
senting an obstacle to this goal is summarily swept aside. A few hours’ sta‘ 
suffices for an observer to see that not only are there matters which it is 
unwise to raise, but also certain words which should be totally forgotten. Ana 
so it is that two works pubiished recently, a geography text for the use of 
school children and the Burundi atlas, brought out with the assistance of 
French cooperative assistants, discuss the population of the country at 
length, using no term other than Barundi. 











"A diplomat told us that ‘No one wants to hear about tribalism or regionalism 
any more. While a battle is being waged to eliminate them both, discussion of 
them is scrupulously avoided." He added, moreover: 'Ten years after the geno- 
cide in 1972, the people are living in terror. The army is the only force. It 
is purposely always on maneuvers in the interior, where the Hutu rural major- 
ity lives, such that it is subjected to a continuing series of measures of in- 
timidation.'" 


This is not the view of all foreign observers. For example, a Belgian 
teacher, critical on other points, told us: "The Bagaza government has to its 
credit serious efforts to effect reconciliation. But its stability is linked 
directly with the observance of a certain moderation in its friendly attitude 
toward the Hutu." The leaders in Burundi say without hesitation that "All the 
citizens of this state are today finally equal before the law, and they all 
insist, at every opportunity, on the employment of all in the same agricul- 
tural occupation, the identity of the patronymics, the multiciplicity of mixed 
marriages, and the lack (quite relative) of somatic distinctions, etc. 


Moderate Options 


What seems clear in any case is that, with their recourse to basically differ- 
ent methods, the leaders in Burundi, like moreover those in Rwanda, are making 
an effort to integrate all of the population elements in national life. But 
in Bujumbura, as in Kigali, integration is limited by the risk of destabiliza- 
tion posed by extremists--the Tutsi on the frontier, and the Hutu in the other 
direction. 


"All of the Barundi are brothers," the political officials proclaim. But a 
visiting expert concludes that "In the government, army and administration, 
the Tutsi dominance cannot be denied. The educational system is elitist, 
because while primary classes are taught in Kirundi, the language in the 
secondary schools is French, which gives the French-speaking Tutsi minority 
an advantage." 


Be that as it may, Colonel Bagaza's regime has avoided yielding to the tempta- 
tion to seek revenge or to engage in purges and political liquidaticn, or even 
arbitrary imprisonment. When on 1 November 1976, he succeeded Colonel 
Micombero, who was forcibly ousted, the new team chose moderation, and re- 
nounced political trials. After being kept under house arrest for several 
months the former president himself was able to leave the country quietly, in 
1977, and since then he has lived in the Somali Republic, where he is affili- 
ated with the University of Mogadiscio. 


Last May, Colonel Bagaza made a commitment to hold legislative elections in 
October, a promise which cannot be kept without raising certain problems. In 
fact, the Tutsi, who are a demographic minority, cannot, apparently, run the 
risk of a defeat. This is doubtless why one of the members of the president's 
entourage told us that "Bagaza wants and must effect democratization, but he 
cannot and must not go too far or too fast." 











However, Mr Emile Mworoha, secretary general of the National Unity and 
Progress Party (UPRONA), regarded as the number 2 man in the regime, states 
categorically that "The party has defined two priorities: mobilization of the 
people to increase production, and the democratization of our institutions." 
This leader, with a doctorate from the Sorbonne, following earlier university 
studies in Clermont-Ferrand in 1968, believes in Barundi democracy and has 
made himself its champion. He stresses the fact that, apart from the * ter- 
national contacts of the party, all UPRONA leaders are elected. The Central 
Committee and the political bureau of the party have, since 1979, replaced the 
Supreme Military Council, which has now been dissolved. A constitutional 
referendum was held in November of 1981, and, in addition to the October 
legislative elections, a presidential election is to be held before 1985. 


But the great design of the Bagaza government is the "village settlement" 
policy. This phrase is a neologism meaning here the specific activity of re- 
settling people for the reorganization of the rural area. In order to facili- 
tate the installation of infrastructures, electrification, water supply and 
school construction, the government has decided to put an end to the scattered 
hill settlements characteristic of this country of mountain dwellers, by estab- 
lishing more villages. It is a matter of bold and risky choice, but one 

the promoters of the third development plan (1978-1982), who want, as 

Minister of Rural Development Kabura put it, "to raise the consciousness of 
the masses through the party," have resolutely undertaken to implement, 
despite local resistance. 


Military Aid From Paris 


The policy of village settlement is dictated by the priority goal--development 
of the rural sector. The plan, “which has only been 60 percent achieved," as 
is admitted in Bujumbura, was budgeted at 110 billion Burundian francs (1 
French franc equals 12 Burundian francs), but in fact only 59 billion have 
been invested. The drop in the price of coffee, which accounts for more than 
three-quarters of th export income, and the consequences of the clash between 
Uganda and Tanzania, explain this relative failure in part. Although this 
"little war" lasted only 6 months, from June 1978 to January 1979, Burundi, 
since all of its foreign trade passes through these countries, suffered finan- 
cial losses estimated at 4 billion Burundian francs. 


Whatever the case, the capital income and foreign aid suffice to cover the 
deficit gap between imports (15 billion Burundian francs) and exports (9 
billion). The public debt is modest (12 billion). Not only has the count 
achieved self-sufficiency in food, but it even exports a certain tonnage of 
grains to Zambia and Zaire. On the other hand, parallel to the expansion and 
modernization of its tea and coffee plantations, Burundi is pursuing a realis 
tic industrialization policy. A vast sugar project is being executed in th: 
Mosso region, near the Tanzanian frontier in the eastern part of the country. 
A glass plant is being built in Bujumbura. But these last-mentioned opera- 
tions are linked directly with an increase in foreign aid. 


The former mother country, Belgium, which had the responsibilities of a mand: 
tory power until 1945, and then those of a trustee until 1962, remains the 

















main donor country. Several hundred Belgian nationals are serving in coopera- 
tive programs here. Belgian private companies and banks control a part of the 
commercial activity. 


But if the bulk of the foreign exchange is still obtained from Belgium, and 
Belgian citizens are the leading, or indeed the only commercial middlemen, 
France, the FRG and the European Development Fund are playing an increasing 
role in the cooperative sector. In addition, the United States has seemed for 
several months determined not to remain simply the leading client of Burundi, 
from which it purchases more than half of the coffee harvest. Mrs Kirkpatrick 
and General Walters visited Bujumbura recently, and an American program of aid 
for rural development is in the process of being carried out. 


Having entered the Soviet orbit during the preceding regime, Burundi has now 
distanced itself from Moscow. The national army has Soviet equipment, the 
maintenance of which is still provided by a number of technicians, but in the 
military sector, it is France which has taken over technical assistance from 
Belgium, since 1973. Gradually, French manufactured automatic machine guns 
are replacing Soviet materiel. The French military mission, commanded by a 
colonel, sees to the training of instructors in the various military schools, 
including the police school and the noncommissioned officers school in Bujum- 
bura, and, through direct aid, is equipping an engineering battalion. Some 30 
commissioned and noncommissioned officers are permanently assigned here, and 
have helped the Burundian army to perfect a form of military service adapted 
to the civil engineering tasks. 


France recently made Burundi a gift of a container vessel to strengthen the 
Lake Tanganyika fleet. The Central Fund for Economic Cooperation has con- 
tributed to the financing of the work of modernizing che international airport 
at Bujumbura, the building of a land station in the capital, and the moderni- 
zation of the radiobroadcasting system. The visit paid by the French chief of 
state should provide President Bagaza with an opportunity to increase French 
aid in the form of national education and defense. This is what the president 
of Burundi told us, adding: "France is more likely than any other country in 
the world to cooperate with us. The old majority was interested exclusively 
in exporting French technology. President Mitterrand is sensitive to the 
difficulties specific to the less advanced countries." 
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CHAD 


AIRBORNE EMERGENCY RELIEF OPERATIONS BEGUN 
Ndjamena INFO TCHAD in French 16 Sep 82 pp 2-4 


[Text] The disastrous food situation in northern Chad is worrying the Chadian 
Government and particularly the Office of Natural Disasters, which has organ- 
ized an extensive food airlife in cooperation with UN organizations. This 
initiative was prompted both by the people's urgent need for food and the 
inaccessibility of these areas by road. 


The areas of BET [Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti], Batha, the geographical Ouaddai, 
Guera and Salamat are in a situation of catastrophic famine, and the dead 
are being counted by locality. The consequences of the three years of war 
and the continuing drought have produced this situation, which negates the 
efforts of the farmers and livestock raisers. Aware of the problem, the 
Chad Government tried to help the local people by bringing in food by land. 
However, this initial aid operation was not enough, and consideration was 
then given to an airlift. An appeal was made to the international com- 
munity through the UN Office for Coordination of Diaster Relief (UNDRO) to 
help in getting food stocks at Ndjamena to the famine-afflicted areas. This 
operation has been underway for two weeks. 


Large Mercules transports chartered by France, the United States, the United 
Kingdom and the Netherlands are carrying food nonstop to Ati, Amtiman, 
Abeche, Fada, Mongo and Faya Largeau. 


The goal of the airlift operation was to transport 3,000 tons of food to the 
six northern prefectures by 25 September: sorghum, milk and oil for Mongo 
and Amtiman areas, and millet, milk and oil for the other areas. The food 
volume planned by the Office of Natural Disasters will help more than 400,000 
people over the two-month interim period. 


A coordination committee including representatives of foreign affairs, trans- 
port, interior, defense, natural disasters and the various UN organizations 
has been formed to supervise this airlift of food.in Chad. The UNDRO has 

sent an adviser on logistics and airlifting, as well as an administrative 
expert to help the Chadian officials carry out this operation. The commit- 
tee's role is to organize and coordinate the various activities involved in 
the operation on the basis of a program developed by the Office for the Strug- 
gle Against Natural Disasters. The inclusion in the committee of representa- 
tives from key government departments will make it possible to smooth out 
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ditficulties that crop up. Aside from some technical problems concerning the 
landing strips at Ati and Fada, the operation is going well. 


Parallel to this airlift operation, the Natural Disasters Office is carrying 
out a project, thanks to financing by the U.S. Agency for International De- 
velopment and the participation of CARE Tachad and the CTT [expansion un- 
known], for land transport of 2,000 tons of food in Kanem and Lac. Some 20 
trailer trucks have been requisitioned for this project. The conditions in 
these two prefectures are like those in the areas being reached by the air- 
lift. 


The commissioner of the Office for the Struggle Against Natural Jisasters, 

Dr Abdoulaye Dig Djag, told us in our meeting with him about the beginning 

of aid operations directed to the south. The approaching harvest and the 
significantly better food situation in that part of the country indicate a 
smaller scale operation. However, trucks carrying food are already on their 
way to Bongor, and they will drop off small quantities of grain and milk all 
along the way. Thus, villages such as Koundoul, Mandelia, Mailao and several 
others will be restocked with food. Food will also be transported from the 
Lere storage center in the direction Lere--Pala--Moundou--Doba--Sarh. 


The office's main problem in this operation to the south is logistics. The 
reason is the shortage of transport to supply the southern area. This prob- 
lem is at least on the way to improvement after restoration of security in 
these areas. 


The distribution of food underway throughout Chad is part of the urgent aid 
program instituted by the World Food Program, whose purpose is to help 
peoples threatened with famine. According to Dr Abdoulaye Dig Djag, the 
donors attach great importance to having the food reach the people with 
priority need. Officials are thus not included in this group. He said that 
the food for officials in service is obtained by their departments through 
special contact with the World Food Program. A private donation of 4,000 
tons of food was made to Ndjamena city as a whole. This unique donation 
will not be repeated. This is why, in inaugurating the food distribution 
campaign in Ndjamena, the commissioner warned everyone not to expec.< con- 
tinued distribution. We should repeat that officials will not be supplied 
in their official capacity. Since the recent irregularities which occurred 
in the Ndjamena operation, only the district distributions are being con- 
tinued. (ATP) 
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CHAD 


ArirR TCHAD PLANNING TO RESUME DOMESTIC FLIGHTS 
Nd jamena INFO TCHAD in French 13 Sep 82 p 7 


[Text] With the arrival of its DC-3 in Ndjamena yesterday, the national com- 
pany Air Tchad plans to resume domestic flights. The plane has been sent to 
Brazzaville for reconditioning in the Air-Afrique workshops. The second 
plane, a DC-4, will arrive next week. 


Air Tchad has already set up a schedule for the DC-3 to serve towns in the 
interior of the country. Four routes have been scheduled. The first will 
be Nd jamena-Bourgor-Pala-Moundou-Ndjamena; the second, Ndjamena-Sarh-Am-Timan. 
Two daily flights will link the capital to Abeche via two routes: Ndjamena- 
Abeche-Faya-Ndjamena; and Ndjamena-Abeche-Ati-Mongo-Ndjamena. Company of- 
ficials expect to use the DC-3 they have acquired to cover the main towns. 
Use of the DC-4 expected to arrive on 21 September will depend on demand and 
the need to open new routes. "Until now the company has contended itself 
with providing service for pilgrimages.'"' Twice a year, Air Tchad charters 
planes to carry Chadian pilgrims to Mecca. The current operation is going 
well. Thus far, 13 flights have transported 2,000 pilgrims to the holy 
places. Officials have initially predicted a minimum of 20 flights. This 
minimum has already been exceeded. 


The burden of service to interior towns and the various pilgrimage services 
will not permit full resumption of Air Tchad's operations. Financing prob- 
lems limit all its actions in this direction. The Transport Office is con- 
tacting friendly countries and international organizations in an effort to 
find ways and means to enable the national company, whose importance to the 
reconstruction is evident, to become fully operational. (ATP) 
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LESOTHO 


BRIEFS 


BANK SUPPORTS FOOD PRODUCTION SCHEME--Figures released in the 1981 annual report 
of the Lesotho Bank show a net profit of 652,000 maluti over the previous year. 
This represents a steady growth rate over its early years of high fluctuations 
in profit and loss. The bank experienced its highest loss of 417,000 maluti 

in 1979, while the next year showed a net increase of 424,000 maluti. Last 
year's total assets increased by 29 percent to 111.5 million maluti while the 
bank's total deposits rose by 28 percent to 98.5 million maluti. The bank 
management sees last year's overall growth rate as a healthy sign that will 
enable the bank to make more realistic plans for future expansion. In its 
review of the country's economic growth, Lesotho Bank cites the Mansatlala-- 
self-sufficiency in food production--as the most rewarding food production 
scheme for which government funds have been set aside. It further predicts 

that Mansatlala and related irrigation and integrated rural development projects 
will have their greatest impact on the country's economy if they are extended 

to cover a wider area in the future. The report says increased support for 
these and labor-intensive small-scale enterprises in favor of large-scale 
industry will enable the country to develop a more productive, self-reliant 
society. [Text] [MB271306 Maseru Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 27 Oct 82] 
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LIBERIA 


DEBTS RESCHEDULED WITH BRITISH CREDITORS 
AB222154 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 26 Oct 82 


[Text] The Liberian Government today signed an agreement to reschedule its 
debt repayment to British commercial banks and financial institutions. 


At a ceremony which took place at the foreign and commonwealth office in London, 
Liberia's ambassador to the United Kingdom, Dr Harry Moniba, signed for the 
Liberian Government, while Mr (?Stanley) Oswald, the British foreign and common- 
wealth minister of state, signed for his government. 


According to the Liberian press counsellor in London, the debt rescheduling is 
the result of the conference held in Paris in December 1980. Speaking at the 
ceremony, Mr Oswald said the signing was a manifestation of the good relation- 
ship existing between the United Kingdom and Liberia. Mr Oswald also welcomed 
the Liberian Government's determination to return the country to civilian rule 
in 1985. He expressed condolence to the head of state, the government and 
people of Liberia for the recent landslide disaster at the Mano River mines. 


Ambassador Moniba thanked the British Government for the debt rescheduling and 
said it represented the cordial relationship existing between the United 
Kingdom and Liberia which he said dates back to 1848. He said the Government 
of Liberia will uphold the terms of the agreement in keeping with the friendly 
ties existing between the two countries. 


Dr Moniba expressed the hope that the debt rescheduling would give Liberia an 
opportunity to make arrangements for the repayment of debts owed British 
commercial banks and financial institutions. 


Dr Moniba, on behalf of Head of State Doe, thanked the British Government for 
responding to Liberia's call on friendly countries to provide relief assistance 
for victims of the recent landslide disaster in Mano River. He said Liberia 
appreciates the message of condolence and the medical gift which were sent by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the British Government. Dr Moniba also 

said that Liberia would continue to forge good relationship with the government 
and people of the United Kingdom for the mutual benefit of our two countries 
and world peace. 


CSO: 3400/166 
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MALAWI 


DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY TO BE CONDUCTED IN NOVEMBER 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 28 Oct 82 p 1 


[Text] 


ZOMBA, Wednesday 


A DEMOGRAPHIC sample survey will be conducted 
throughout the country during the month of Novem- 
ber, 1982, the National Statistical Office here announ- 
ced yesterday. 

A press release said the survey is 


aimed at estimating the current growth 
rate of the population and estimating the 





total population. 

‘This information 
will enable us to upda- 
te the 1977 Malawi po- 
pulation census daia,”’ 
the statement said. 

Among the informa- 
tion sought during the 
survey would be par- 
ticulars of age, marital 
status, and particulars 
of births and deaths 
which occurred inhou- 
seholds during the 
previous twelve 
months. 

The National Statis- 
tical Office staff mem- 
bers, will visit all hou- 
seholds in selected 
rural and urban areas 
to collect this informa- 
tion with effect from 
November 1, 1982. 


CSO: 3400/160 
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“They will carry 
with them relevant let- 
ters of introduction,” 
the press release said. 


rx 
ny 


The survev Ww 
conducted 
dance with the 
tics Act, 1967, and the 


information collected 
will be kept strictly 
confidential, 1< said. 
All persons in hou- 
‘seholds interviewed 
and the genera! public, 
are cordially requested 
to give their usual co- 
operation and assist2n- 


ce for the success of 


this important nation2i 
exercise. -— MANA 











MALAWI 


FISHING NOW BOOSTING TOURISM INDUSTRY 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 28 Oct 82 p 10 
[Article by Egbert Mhango] 


[Text] 





MANGOCHI 


WITH more than 300 species, Lake MalaWi contains more kinds 
of fish than any other lake in the world, and some are found 
nowhere else. By comparison only 40 species are found in the 
North American Great Lakes. 


Some species like the 
exotic, rock-dwelling 
and _brightly-coloured 
mbuna — cichlid — are 
sO unique that they are 
among the most sought 
after fish in the aquari- 
um trade in many parts 
of the world. 

Malawi has establi- 
shed a park for these and 
other species of fauna. 

PARK 

The creation of the 
Lake Malawi National 
Park (LAMNAP) will 
protect the rare cichlid 
fish which is endemic to 
Lake Malawi and ther- 
eby help attract tourists 
to the country. 

It will in no way inter- 
fere with the aquarium 
fish trade which earns 
the country something in 
the region of K500,000 
(half a million kwacha) in 
foreign exchange annu- 
ally. 


Gazetted in 1980, the 
LAMNAP covers 87 
square kilometres of land 
and water of the whole 
Cape Maclear Peninsula, 
forest reserve islands of 
Domwe, Thumbi West, 
Thumbi East, Humbo, 
Mwenya, Mbwadzulu, 
Mphandi and Nkhudzi 
Spit in Mangochi Dis- 
trict as well as Nakhuma 
and Maleli Islands in Sa- 
lima District. 

The area has a variety 
of natural habitat which 
range from rocky shore- 
lines to sandy beaches, 
wooded hillsides to 
swamps and _ lagoons 
and, of course, pictures- 
que rocky islands. 
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TOURISM 

According to an offi- 
cial of the National Parks 
and Wildlife Depart- 
ment the concept of the 
Lake MalaWi National 
Park was mooted to pre- 
serve a sample of Lake 
Malawi with particular 
reference to the rocky la- 
keshore and its specialis- 
ed Cichlid (Mbuna) 
communities. 

It was also aimed at 
developing the tourist 
industry in a manner 
which is consistent with 
the preservation of the 
biological and aesthentic 
features of the area. 

“The concept of any 
national park is to pre- 
serve a representative 
sample of a certain com- 
munity,” the official sta- 
tes. 


ho eet ee 











CSO: 


The official explains 
that the broad objectives 
of the Lake Park are the 
protection of Cichlid fish 
around the rocky shore- 
lines of the park and the 
watersheds within so as 
to prevent erosion and 
sedimentation of the 
bime aquatic habitats 
and the destruction of its 
scenic quality. 

It is also aimed at the 
encouragement of visi- 
tors at a level consistent 
with the overall objecti- 
ves of the park and of re- 
search within the park 
particularly involving 
the many fish species en- 
demic to Lake Malawi. 

Provision of interpre- 
tative facilities for visi- 
tors to learn about the 
ecology and history of 
the park and also the 
protection of the historic 
features are also amo.g 
the main objectives. 


FACILITIES 


The park is the first of 
its kind in the world to 
Zive protection to a trop- 


3400/160 





ical, deep and _ fresh 
water rift valley lake 
which has the rare, bril- 
liantly — coloured 
Mbuna fish. | 

The park is of interna- 
tional importance to na- 
ture conservation and its 
development represents 
a major step forward in 
the conservation efforts 


of the Malawi Govern- 
ment. 


‘‘Although fish are the 
primary interest, the 
whole of the Cape Ma- 
clear Peninsula, its sur- 
rounding islands and 
other landward areas of 
the park are of great im- 
portance,” the official 
points out. 


MORE FUNDS 


Development of the 
park, has already begun 
and a 22.86-metre boat 
is being constructed for 
the park at Mpwepwe 
Fisheries Training 
School in Mangochi 
District. 
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It is expected that 
some staff houses and 
part of offices will be 
built at the LAMNAP 
headquarters at Monkey 
Bay as part of phase one. 


During phase one a 
total of K118,615 has 
been made available. 
The second phase will 
need more funds to build 
more staff houses, office 
and information centre 
at the headquarters, 
boat-shed shore and a 
workshop at Cape Ma- 
clear and also for buying 
partol boats, office 
equipment, visual aids, 
interpretation equip- 
ment and for up-grading 
of roads in Cape Maclear 
area. 


A tourist industry can 
only succeed if there is 
adequate accommoda- 
tion by way of interna- 
tional standard hotels 
and lodges and these 
have not been included 
in the development bud- 
get of the park’s first and 
second phases.--MANA 




















MOZAMBIQUE'S WAR REPORTEDLY HITTING COUNTRY HARD 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 27 Oct 82 p 6 


[Text] 


LILONGWE (Malawi). — An 
increasingly ferocious guerrilla 
war in Mozambique is seriously 
damaging neighbouring Malawi. 
Officials in the capital of the 
tiny, landlocked country look on 
helplessly as rebels fighting the 
Maputo Government attack 
Malawi’s trade lifelines. 

With rising dismay they see 
guerrillas blow up rail tracks to 
the sea and cut the road south to 
Zimbabwe. 

Thousands of tonnes of fertilis- 
er vital for Malawi’s crops are 
stranded in the Indian Ocean port 
of Beira. 

The officials are drawing up 
plans for an emergency airlift, re- 
quiring outside help, to save next 
year’s harvests of maize, tobacco, 
tea and sugar, the four pillars of 
the economy. 


Malawi, once known as the 
slum of the British Empire, had 
been an African economic success 
story from independence in 1964 
until the close of 1970s, when it 
was hit by world recession. The 
picture was beginning to brighten 
again this year when the warfare 
in Mozambique took a turn for 
the worse. 


“The future of the whole econ- 
omy has been muddied by these 
transport difficulties,” said one 
official. 


Malawi, 900 km long and never 
more than 160 km wide, pro- 
trudes like a splinter into north- 
western Mozambique, where re- 
bels of the National Resistance 
Movement (RNM) are causing 
chaos in their fight against the 
Marxist Government of President 
Samora Machel. 
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They appear to concentrate on 
economic targets, cheifly Mozam- 
bique’s ports, railways, roads and 
bridges. 

Mozambique’s trade routes are 
a key to the success of the South- 
ern African Development Co-or- 
dination Conference (SADCC), a 
community formed by nine Black 
countries, including Malawi, 
mainly to reduce their economic 
dependence on South Africa and 
its giant transport networks. 

SADCC accuses South Africa 
of sponsoring the RNM as part of 
a covert war of regional destabili- 
sation to keep its neighbours de- 
pendent. Regional officials feel 
that if Mozambique cannot work 
neither can SADCC. 

“It is necessary to understand 
that without security there can be 
no economic co-operation,” Zim- 
babwean State Security Minister 
Emmerson Munangagwa, whose 
own country has been badly af- 
fected by the fighting in Mozam- 
bique, said last week. 

Malawi, officially one of the 
world’s 30 poorest nations, de- 
pends for its income on exports of 
tobacco, tea and sugar. It must 
import fertiliser, fuel and spare 
parts to survive. — 

As cars queued outside a near- 
by filling station for dribbles of 
petrol, Transport Ministry offic- 
ials in Lilongwe said that almost 
all of Malawi’s trade should go 
through the Indian Ocean ports of 
Beira and Nacala, with Beira tak- 
ing about 80 percent. 


But only five trains had got 
through from Beira in the past 
two months. 
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If the rebels had not blown the 
line, drivers had derailed their 
trains because fear of attack made 
them drive too fast for the old and 
nckety track, they said. 


Malawi ordered 82 000 tonnes 
of fertiliser for this year’s planting 
season, beginning with the rains 
now building in clouds gathering 
gloomily around the mountains. 
So far only 4 000 tonnes has ar- 
rived, from 20 000 tonges deliv- 
ered to Beira. 

“The fertiliser was offloaded at 
Beira in a record one day, then 
the line was blown up. It was no 
sooner repaired when it was 
blown up again,” one official said. 

He added that it had been 
working smoothly for 11 days. 
Then his telephone rang. ° 

He replaced the receiver, turn- 
ed away quietly from his desk and 
said: “‘We’ve just been informed 
there has been another derail- 
ment. The line is down again.” 

The officials said Malawi 
needed at least 20 000 tonnes of 
fertiliser to save next year’s har- 
vest. Their only hope appeared to 
be an airlift from Beira — five or 
six times more costly than rail. 

Finance officials estimated the 
emergency operation could cost 
up to $12-million (about R14-mil- 
lion), about a third of Malawi's 
regular import shipping bill for an 
entire year. 

The transport officials said the 
Nacala line had not been at- 
tacked, but that it was in poor re- 
pair and capable of handling only 
one small train a day at best. 

The port was under-equipped 
and already choked with goods 
for Malawi, they said. 

Malawi's main alternative to 
rail, the road through Tete to 
Zimbabwe, has been virtually 
unusable since June. 


The only other road south lies 
through Zambia but it is twice as 
long, forcing up costs and refuel- 
ling inflation, which Malawi had 
begun to bring under control. 


Malawi could use the railway 
north to Tanzania through Zam- 
bia, but the port of Dar Es Salaam 
is already congested and the rail- 
way desperately inefficient, re- 
gional officials said. 

The transport officials said Mal- 
awi had to turn to South Africa 
for fuel supplies. ““No one-else in 
the region has as much to spare,” 
said one as the country emerged 
from aweekofdrypumps. ~ 

Another official said it was 
ironic that South Africa was the 
only sure source of supply for 
SADCC’s landlocked countries — 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Swaziland and Zambia. 

Some diplomats in Lilongwe 
doubted if South Africa was be- 
hind the RNM campaign in Mo- 
zambique. The White-ruled Re- 
public denies the charge and is 
helping transport fuel to Malawi. 
Others said they suspected a clas- 
sic carrot-and-stick approach. 

Malawi is South Africa’s big 
diplomatic success in Africa. Life 
President Kamazu Banda has long 
insisted that the best way to per- 
suade Pretoria to change its racial 
policies was through dialogue and 
not boycott, so Lilongwe hosts the 
only South African Embassy in 
Black Africa. 

But over recent months Malawi 
has appeared to be moving closer 
to its Black neighbours. It joined 
the SADCC and has established 
diplomatic relations with Mozam- 
bique, an ideological opposite. 

Officials describe Malawi’s re- 
lations with the Mozambicans — 
bitter foes of South Africa —- as 
cordial. _ 

Malawian and Mozambican of- 
ficials meet regularly to deal with 
security problems, they said. 

Some diplomats view the at- 
tacks on Malawi’s trade jugular as 
a warning to the country not to 
wander off too far with its new- 
found friends. “It’s a shot across 
the bows,”’ said a senior envoy. 

















MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


FISH FARMING URGED--A survey on Malawi's fish industry has recommended that 
fish farming should be developed to supplement the country's local and 
export fish requirements, The survey, which was carried out by the Malawi 
Export Promotion Council says that there is great threat to Chambo supplies. 
According to the report, Zambia and Zimbabwe are Malawi's main fish export 
markets with Mozambique and South Africa taking up minimal amounts. Fish 
exports have been in excess of K2 million. In 1977 total fish exports to 
Zambia were K381,437 and in 1980 the figure went up to K614,734. On the 
other hand, exports to Zimbabwe jumped from K15,345 in 1979 to K1.5 million 
in 1980. Chambo provides protein to the people of Malawi and at the same 
time sells fast both on local and export markets. But since the fish 

export demand will depend on the population growth, the survey suggests that 
fish farming could be a possible alternative, Malawi's Fisheries Department 
has already established a considerable experimental fish farming programme, 
The trial unit and commercial farms are developing in some parts of the 
— Region. [Text] [Blantyre MALAWI NEWS in English 16-22 Oct 82 

p l 
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MAURITIUS 


INCREASE IN EMPLOYMENT IN FREE ZONE REPORTED 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 26 Sep 82 pp 1,7 


[Text] From July of 1981 to last June, the Free Zone reported 2,097 addi- 
tional jobs, despite the economic difficulties being experienced by other 
economic sectors. The textile sector accounted for the largest number of the 
jobs created during this period. 


In fact, this sector, which employed 19,051 persons as of 30 June last year, 
has seen its ranks increased by an additional 1,980 persons. This sector 
accounted for some 85 percent of the manpower employed in manufacturing in 
the Free Zone as of last 30 June. The number of jobs in the Free Zone as of 
that date totaled 24,720. 


This industrial sector, despite the repercussions caused by the economic 
recession on the world level, is continuing to advance in terms of jobs 
created. Reliable sources say that the potential for creating jobs in the 
Free Zone runs about 15 percent per year. But a large proportion of the jobs 
created in the course of the year served to offset the dismissals caused by 
the closing down of other enterprises in the Free Zone. 


Apart from the textile sector, which has experienced expansion where job 
creation is concerned, the industrial line producing jewelry saw a leap of 
127 jobs, from 429 to 556, during the same period. The manpower employed in 
the factories producing gloves experienced a decline of more than 20 percent, 
from 1,011 jobs in June of 1981 to 774 last June. The number of industrial 
units in operation in the manufacturing sector in the Free Zone was 115 at 
the end of last June, as compared to about 100 in June of 1981. 


On the other hand, income from the export of articles manufactured in the 
industrial Free Zone experienced a 39 percent increase in value during the 
first half of this year, in comparison to the corresponding period last year. 
In fact, Free Zone exports brought in 610 million rupees between this last 
January and June, with imports totaling 399,800,000 rupees overall. The 
performance for the first 6 months of the preceding year was as follows: 


Exports--410,100,000 rupees 
Imports--353 ,400 ,000 rupees 
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Imports include raw materials and equipment for the new units which have been 
put into production. Let us recall that last year, for the first time, 
income from Free Zone exports brought the Mauritian economy more than 

1 billion rupees, or more exactly, 1,079,500,000. 


The textile sector brought in 875,500,000 rupees. The portion represented by 
added value is estimated by reliable sources in the sector e 360 million 
rupees, or a third of the total export income of the Free Zune. 


Moreover, industrial circles questioned by L'EXPRESS about the prospects for 
development in the production sector for the balance of the year immediately 
stressed that the manufacturing Free Zone is currently experiencing a diffi- 
cult period where orders are concerned. 


The world economic slump, the harsh competition between Mauritian products 
and those manufactured in the various countries where Mauritius markets its 
products, and protectionism raised to the level of a principle are cited by 
the industrialists as the reasons for the difficult situation. But other 
circles involved in marketing say that the Mauritian industrialists should 
abandon the beaten path to seek out other Nordic markets, and that they 
should formulate a more forceful promotional and marketing policy to high- 
light the presence of Mauritian products on these markets. 


Industrial circles are impatiently awaiting the renewal of the American quota 
as of this coming 1 October. The quota of 1.3 million items of knitwear is 
being viewed as a lifesaver. "It is an uncertain period" which is currently 
prevailing where clothing and fashions are concerned, an industrialist 
stresses. The present period is one of talks. A number of businesses are 
negotiating with possible buyers. But the industrialists indicate that the 
talks are proving difficult, because money is becoming scarcer and dearer and 
the customers do not want further risk. They are only buying when certain of 
being able to sell the goods. This situation is having a direct effect on 
the order books of Mauritian enterprises for the coming year. Some indus- 
trialists say that they have orders enough to continue operating their 
machinery until the end of the year. But then? ''We are negotiating, and 
prices will suffer because we will have to cut them to remain competitive 
with the products from other countries." This is the conclusion Mauritian 
industrialists are deriving from the harsh economic reality. 


5157 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


RPL CRITIQUES GOVERNMENT--The Progress and Liberty Rally (RPL) held its third 
postelectoral press conference in Port Louis yesterday morning. The subjects 
discussed were the first 100 days of the MMM/PSM/OPR [Organization of the 
Rodrigues People], the reappearance of the party weekly L'ESPOIR on 

15 October, the municipal elections this coming December and the submission 
of a memorandum to the ministers of employment and social security in which 
the RPL proposes "temporary solutions to the unemployment crisis" (see 
below). The RPL, represented by its leader, Philippe Blackburn, Karl Abraham 
and Clency Mariapa, while making various comments of a general nature 
(moderate), "believes that it is too soon to judge this young aid inexperi- 
enced government which finds itself faced with a world recession in its first 
100 days of absolute power." On the municipal elections, Philippe Blackburn 
said that while the party hopes for decentralization of authority and depoli- 
ticization of the municipal elections, it does not plan to participate in 
them, but reserves the right to support its members if they run as candidates 
on independent slates at the request of the taxpayers. "To attempt to 
present partisan political resistance to the government through the municipal 
elections would be unrealistic, and would work against the development of the 
towns," Mr. Blackburn said. [Excerpt] [Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 

25 Sep 82 p 4] 5157 


DENIAL OF LIBYAN LOAN RUMOR--"'The rumor to the effect that the government 
asked for and obtained a loan of 9 billion rupees from the Libyan Jamahiriya 
is devoid of any basis,'' Prime Minister Aneerood Jugnauth told the legisla- 
tive assembly yesterday, adding that there was never any question of pressure 
from the PSM on the government to reject the Libyan offer, since there never 
was any offer. Mr Jugnauth said that this rumor was promoted for the purpose 
of sowing confusion among the public by those who nurture illusions. He 
asked the Mauritian public to place no faith in it. [Text] [Port Louis 
ADVANCE in French 30 Sep 82 p 1] 5157 


NATIONALIZATION OF PORT URGED--The Port Trade Union Front (FSP), an associe- 
tion of the majority of the large port trade unions (PLHDWU [Port Louis 
Harbor and Dock Workers Union], the Merchant Navy and Fishing Vessels 
Employees Union, the CSML Employees Union and the Mauritius Marine Authority 
Employees Union) will shortly make its position on the Cargo Handling Corp- 
oration known to the government. As is known, the government announce~- the 
establishment of the Cargo Handling Corporation for the purpose of better 
control of income in the port and enabling the country to benefit from its 
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income in the speech from the throne. According to the FSP, the establish- 
ment of the Cargo Handling Corporation should be preceded by the "complete 
nationalization" of the port. Im this case, the term nationalization 
includes "the taking over by the Cargo Handling Corporation and the Mauritius 
Marine Authority of the commercial activities directly linked with the port, 
currently being carried out by private companies such as Container Services 
Mauritius Ltd., the CCSML, the Stevedoring Company and United Docks. The 
FSP, whose position is now being supported by the cadres of the DAWSEA, as 
well, will make clear and definite proposals. The port, according to this 
organization, should be "entirely nationalized" and the private sector, which 
at present has firm control of the port through multiple companies, should be 
"totally excluded" from this sector, playing no role within the Cargo 
Handling Corporation. [Excerpt] [Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 24 Sep 
82 p 5] 5157 


POLICE TRANSFERS--Major transfers affecting about 175 members of the police 
force were made last week. This time the transfers included soldiers of the 
Special Mobile Force (SMF), in a number reported by the sources involved to 
be about 50. When questioned by L'EXPRESS, police force officials stated 
that this is but a routine move within the force. Despite these assurances, 
there is a certain frustration within the force because of the steps taken. 
Moreover, the question of imposing early retirement on certain high-ranking 
police officers was the subject of heated discussion during a recent meeting 
attended by backbenchers and ministers and an important MMM official. The 
government calmed the fears of the protestors by announcing that the firm 
steps required will be taken in the proper time and place. [Excerpt] [Port 
Louis L'EXPRESS in French 26 Sep 82 p 7] 5157 


REGISTERED FIREARMS--Firearm permits are only issued after an investigation 
and for very specific reasons. The fees for the various types of firearms, 
ranging from air rifles to pistols, are established by law, and 3,740 
citizens of Mauritius hold such permits for hunting or for security purposes. 
The prime minister, who provided the chamber with this information yesterday, 
added that the police exercise very strict control. After a question from 
Mr Finlay Salesse as to whether he is aware of the fact that notorious PMSD 
[Mauritian Social Democratic Party] activists are carrying weapons on 
Rodrigues, Mr Jugnauth answered chat he did not know the reasons. It is 
possible that the police have given them permits for security reasons. 

[Text] [Port Louis THE NATION in French 30 Sep 82 pl] 5157 


FREE ZONE PROMOTION---Minister of Commerce, Industry, Prices and Consumer 
Protection Abdool Kader Ahmed Bhayat, working closely with the technicians at 
his ministry, plans the creation of a new body which will concern itself with 
promoting investments and exports from the Free Zone. It will be called the 
Mauritius Export Promotion Authority (MEPA). The minister attaches great 
importance to this project, and there is every indication that a draft law 
designed to establish the MEPA will be submitted to the legislative assembly 
before the end of this year. Minister Bhayat has already had working ses- 
sions with the individuals involved in this specific field, and believes that 
only the relaunching of the Free Zone can help the government resolve the 
problem of unemployment. The establishment of the MEPA follows 
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recommendations by Irish experts who, relying on the experience of their own 
country, made several proposals with a view to the relaunching of the Free 
Zone. [Text] [Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 20 Oct 82 p1J 5157 


FREE ZONE LAYOFFS--The General Workers Federation (GWF) will issue an appeal 
to all of the main trade union organizations in the country calling for the 
formation of a common front in order to combat dismissals and the unaccept- 
able situation prevailing in the Free Zone. A special meeting of the 
executive board of the GWF will be held for this purpose during the weekend. 
Despite the amendments made to the Labor Act, dismissals are continuing, 
worse than ever, stated F. Soopramanien, president of the GWF. "With the 
proslavery legislation existing in the Free Zone, abuses are the rule," he 
added. Using bank overdrafts as the pretext, some factories have made a 
number of workers technically unemployed. The term "until further notice" 
means an indefinite period of time, F. Soopramanien added. [Text] [Port 
Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 20 Oct 82 p 1] 5157 


CSO: 3419/72 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


OFFICIAL SPEAKS ON NEED TO CONTROL COOPERANTS' 'INVASION' 
Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 30 Sep 82 pp 8-9 


[Speech by First Party Secretary and Resident Minister Armando Guebuza: 
"Priority for Mozambicans on the Labor Market"] 


[Text] Another meeting of government enterprise management 
officials from districts in the capital of Sofala was held on 
22 and 23 September; First Party Secretary and Resident 
Minister in Sofala Armando Guebuza delivered an important 
off-the-cuff speech at the opening of this meeting. 


At the close of this meeting, the first provincial party secretary in Sofala 
issued various guidelines, to the effect that it is necessary urgently to 
carry out the directives emerging from the earlier meetings which still hold 
true, 


Among the aspects which deserve the consideration of the highest party and 
government leaders in this part of the country we have the question of the 
"invasion of cooperants" which has not been discussed sufficiently in detail 
in the study groups and which seems rather hidden in the summaries presented 
at this full meeting. 


Because of the importance of this question and because it is a matter of con- 
cern for many citizens, we are herewith reproducing an extract of the speech 
by the first party secretary during the closing session. 


"Our republic contracts for the services of cooperants who are supposed to 
transmit their knowledge as a gesture of friendship and solidarity on their 

part because this is a sacrifice. They leave their families and their customary 
life environment to come to Mozambique, a faraway land, with the problems 

it has and they work with us. 


"The sacrifice they make is compensated morally only for themselves through 
the knowledge they transmit to the Mozambicans. Fortunately, most of the 
cooperants we have in Mozambique are carrying out this task. But if this task 
is to be carried out the way it should, it must be carried out in the work 
sector, that is to say, if a man is a mechanic, he must be employed in the 
field of mechanics, if he is an electronics engineer, he must be employed in 
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the electronics field; if he is a doctor, he must be employed in medicine; if 
he is an economist, he must be employed in the field of the economy. In other 
words, each individual must in this sector be able to apply his knowledge so 
as to transmit it to the Mozambicans. But there are many other fields. 


"But we Cannot accept a situation where cooperants come to us as technicians 
to establish the conditions that will provide work for Mozambicans wh: .rce 
as qualified as they are or perhaps even more so. The Mozambicans have 
priority when it comes to jobs. This is their homeland, it is the homeland 
which they conquered. We ask for cooperants to come so that they may do what 
we cannot do for ourselves and besides the idea is to create friendships with 
their peoples and with individuals. 


"Now, if somebody turns up without this qualification, then it does not make 
any sense to employ him in the place of a Mozambican citizen. That is wrong. 
If he has a permit to reside in Mozambique and wants to be employed, then he 
is entitled to a job but he must enter the regular labor market where 
Mozambicans have priority. I think that this is perfectly normal. If 
Mozambicans do not have priority on the labor market in Mozambique, where then 
could they have that priority? If they do not have priority, we would be in- 
stituting paternalism here in the People's Republic of Mozambique and our 
homeland would not be our own. 


"The provincial labor directorate must study this issue and must find ways to 
permit our cooperants to work in the best possible environment, with the 
affection which our people reserve for their true friends. But we must not 
allow a situation where Mozambicans with adequate qualifications are sacrificed 
in favor of somebody who is not a citizen." 


5058 
CSO: 3442/24 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


DEVELOPMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY PLANNED 
Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 27 Sep 82 p 15 


[Text] In 1985, Mozambique will be able to have its own pharmaceutical indus- 
try in place... In its first phase, it will be devoted to the production of 


pills, drugs » capsules, eyeu , creams, lotions, and drops, Zhe next phase, 
which will begin between 1986 and 1987, will bring the manufacture of ampoules 


and serums. 


This information was disclosed to DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE by a reliable source 
in the Ministry of Health who told us that the country will save about $2 
million per year (approximately 74,000 contos) in the import of medications. 


The importance of developing a national pharmaceutical industry is also under- 
scored by the fact that the country has been dependent on the import of these 
very expensive products. 


We also learned that this project, which is to be implemented, will cost the 
country no less than 500,000 contos. 


For the first time in the history of the People's Republic of Mozambique, we 
are now undertaking an effort of this size, along with the training of 
domestic cadres qualified in supervising the correct operation of this sector; 
this is a crucial question at this time. 


Foreign companies and countries have already been contacted in this connection 
for the purpose of sending us the technology necessary for a factory that will 
turn out Oralite, to be set up in the city of Beira. This factory will also 
be very important in the training of domestic cadres for the future pharma- 
ceutical industry of the republic. 





This Oralite factory (turning out oral hydration salts for the treatment of 
diarrhea) is very important to the country in view of the fact that diarrhea 
is currently a health problem here. 

The factory will essentially supply the domestic market. 


The construction work and the selection of personnel for subsequent training 
are to be completed by the end of December. The respective equipment is 
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scheduled to arrive during the last week of January of next year; it is sup- 


posed to come from Hungary and it is to be installed between February and 
March, 


Cadre training will be started in April for a period of 3 months so that 
production can be started in June. 


This project will be managed by the UNIDO (United Nations Organizativ.. for 
International Development) which in turn has contracted with a Hungarian 
enterprise that will handle the technological part of this project. 


5058 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


MANICA CORN PRODUCTION SERIOUSLY AFFECTED 
Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese [date and page number not given] 
[Article by Daniel Cuambe: "Corn Production Seriously Impaired" ] 


[Text] Manica--Statistical data on the corn crop situation disclosed recently 
objectively show that the current harvest drive in the district of Manica is 
in serious trouble, 


According to data disclosed by the outgoing district director of agriculture 
during an activity review meeting at the end of the visit by the governor of 
the Province of Manica to the district by the same name, out of the 700 tons 
that were to have constituted the total corn requirement for consumption 
throughout the district under normal conditions, as of this moment, not even 
175 tons have so far been harvested, 


In view of the situation pointed out earlier, the top leader in the Province 
of Manica questioned those present (district officials): "Where are you going 
to go looking for food to give to the people? Who will help you when you 
have the most fertile soil in the province?" 


Outgoing district agriculture director Luis Madengulane tried to justify 
himself, pointing to incomprehensible difficulties and blaming them for this 
failure; this line of argument was categorically rejected by Maj Manuel 
Antonio. 


He announced that, as an alternate measure, an area of 25 hectares of irri- 
gated corn cultivation land would immediately be set aside; but this is not 
enough to solve the problem if measures are not taken in line with the fact 
that the final product does not meet the requirements and that the yield 
itself will be poor. 


The district director mentioned a figure of about 170 tons of potatoes esti- 
mated for this agricultural harvest but that is likewise not enough. This 
resulted in a deadlock whose origin, as was made quite clear during this 
meeting, was essentially due to mismanagement. 


Data disclosed during the meeting show that the district of Manica during the 
1979 harvest drive produced 800 tons of corn. How come this figure cannot 
be achieved today? 
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When the official said that the corn production target is in trouble, due to 
the lack of farm tools, plows, and planters as well as miscellaneous damage 
Maj Manuel Antonio questioned his conversation partner as to whether or not 
these tacts were reflected in the plan. 


Of course, there was no overall answer to this question from the top leader 

ot the Province of Manica since he himself recalled that, during one the 
meetings of the top party and government management bodies in the province, 

a report on the district of Manica was presented to the effect that the wagons 
were seriously damaged because they had been overloaded with farm products 
deriving from the current harvest drive. "What about now? Are the wagons 

all gone?" the provincial governor asked the outgoing agriculture district 
director and the representatives of all local government agencies. 


5058 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


CUBAN, SOVIET MEDICAL, EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
Cuban Teachers in Unango 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text] So that the children of Unango in Niassa Province can continue their 
schooling from the seventh through the ninth grades, the Republic of Cuba 

is going to start a recruitment campaign in that socialist country of Latin 
America to procure teachers for Mozambique. This was pledged some days ago 
in Niassa by Jorge Risquet, member of the Politburo of the Cuban Communist 
Party Central Committee, who is on a visit to Mozambique. 


The Cuban leader, who meanwhile left Nampula yesterday for Tete, as he pro- 
gressed on his trip, made the above announcement at a meeting held in the 
area where the planned city of Unango is now being built. 


At the same meeting, which tens of persons attended, Jorge Risquet also an- 
nounced that Cuban doctors and orderlies will come to work in the hospital 
being constructed at Unango. This health center, which will have a 20-bed 
capacity, is to be built also in the future city of Unango. 


Mozambique and Cuba in the Same Trench 

"Our country is a poor, small country," the Cuban leader said, "a country 
blockaded by Yankee imperialism. Our wealth, the wealth of our country, is 
in the people and their internationalist feeling. For that is the reason 
we can send Cuban men and women out to work in health and education. These 
are the basic elements for the development of a country." 


Jorge Risquet made these remarks and then added that the struggle of the 
Mozambican people and the struggle of the Cuban people is the same. The 
construction of socialism in the two countries is the goal which seeks for 
the happiness of the two peoples, he went on to say. 


Also in the meeting, Risquet expressed his conviction that the plans made 

by the FRELIMO Party and by the RPM [People's Republic of Mozambique] Govern- 
ment for the Unango project would be carried out, especially because of the 
participation and determination of the people in the construction of the 
new-type city. 
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Training at USSR Lenin Institute 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 6 Sep 82 p 2 


[Text] A group from Mozambique including cadres of party schools and mem 
bers of the Mozambique Youth Organization (OJM) left recently for the "55R 
where they will attend various courses which will run from 6 to 10 mouths. 


In this Mozambican contingent are party cadres who are going to study at 
the Lenin International Institute for 6 months, four professors of the 
FRELIMO Party schools, who have been already trained, will attend leader- 
Ship courses at the same school. 


As for the youth, OJM member Boaventura Francisco Mahole said at the Maputo 
international airport minutes before departing for Moscow, along with three 
other militants of the organization, that they will take a 10-month leader- 
ship course at the Lenin Komsomol higher school. 


Fishing Instruction in USSR 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Sep 82 p 12 


[Text] The last group of scholarship students from Mozambique to the 
Soviet Union for the current school year left here on Thursday. This 
brought the total to 123 for the year. They will attend various courses 
in the USSR. 


This group consisted of 27 students from the fishing seccor. 


More than 100 of the scholarship students have gone to the USSR to study 
in courses at the middle level. A group of 17 Eduardo Mondlane University 
Students, will take higher level courses. 


The 27 students sent by the State Secretariat for Fishing will constitute 
the last group and they will attend courses at USSR fishing industries 
school. The State Secretariat for Coal and Hydrocarbons sent 52 students 
to technical schools which specialize in coal, gas, and petroleum. 


Of the remainder, 7 will study geology and li, topography; 4 will b2 train- 
ed as gymnastic and athletic experts. 


Last year, 109 Mozambican students studied in educational centers in the 
USSR; in 1980, there were ll. 


997? 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


HOPES FOR SOYA PRODUCTION INCREASE 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 9 Sep 82 p l 


[Text] The production of soya--a product of great nutritive value--is about 
to realize a remarkable increase in our country. This warrants a plan to 
grow 500,000 tons annually starting at the end of this decade, This informa- 
tion was learned yesterday by our reporters at the National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INIA). 


According to the source of this information, soya cultivation in industrial 
quantities is possible, as has been shown in experimental plantings made at 
19 different places in the country. 


Soya production is important in the struggle to eliminate hunger in our coun- 
try. Although consumption by the population at present is practically nil, 
soya has a nutritive value far greater than some products regularly more 
appreciated in Mozambique. 


Soya production is now being developed on state farm plots, in an area of 
approximately 700 hectares. In the last agricultural year, 545 tons were 
produced in the entire country. 


This figure will be increased to 4,000 tons next year. From 1984 to 1986, 
soya production goals will vary from 12,000 to 30,000 tons. 


The soya production project has been initiated in order to make up for some 
food deficiencies; namely, the lack of oil for human consumption and feed 
for animals. In the meantime, that product can be introduced directly into 
the diet of our people. 


9972 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


PORTUGUESE INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION--On request of the Ministry of Industry and 
Energy, two Portuguese enterprises, specifically, SOREFAME and MAGUE, have 
since last May been conducting a technical-economic study for the installation 
of a heavy metalworking shop in Beira so as in the future to permit an in- 
crease in the contribution of Mozambican industry to the great undertakings 
projected for the country whose completion is scheduled for next November. 

"In June of this year, two Portuguese technicians went to Mozambique to 
determine the requirements of the People's Republic of Mozambique regarding 
the capacity of the future factory. Until this new unit goes into production, 
our enterprise signed an agreement with COMETAL-MOMETAL in May for the local 
manufacture of equipment parts such as a bagging machine and a portal crane 
for the overflow release at the Massingir Dam," our speaker announced. 
[Excerpts] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 16 Sep 82 p 16] 5058 


HUNGARIAN INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION DETAILED--As part of the friendship and 
cooperation agreements between Mozambique and Hungary, signed in 1980, three 
major development projects for Mozambique's light industry will be launched 
starting next year with the participation of the People's Republic of Hungary. 
The projects in question are of strategic importance to the national economy 
and, specifically, involve the construction of a fodder factory for the pro- 
duction of animal fodder, another factory for the assembly of "Ikarus" cars, 
and a third one dealing with the development of agricultural cooperatives. 

A representative from the Hungarian embassy in the country, who supplied 
these data to our reporter, admitted that Hungary, in the context of bilateral 
cooperation, will supply Mozambique with new varieties of seeds for the 
production of cereals, particularly corn, with the objective of increasing 
the agricultural per-hectare yield, in the light of the fact that current 
production output levels for this cereal are relatively low. Talking about 
the development of agricultural cooperatives, the Hungarian diplomat empha- 
sized the possibility of specialization for Mozambican cadres in his country 
as well as the dispatch of technicians from Hungary to Mozambique. [Text] 
{Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 21 Sep 82 p 1] 5058 


PUNGUE RIVER BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTED--Railroad tratfic on the Beira--Machipanda 
line was restored yesterday after an interruption of more than one month 
caused by the partial destruction of the bridge over the Pungue River by 
armed bands in the pay of the racist regime of South Africa. The first train 
crossed the bridge around 1700 yesterday, carrying more than 1,500 tons of 
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miscellaneous domestic freight as well as freight for Zimbabwe. The 27 cars 
pulled by the locomotive had no trouble of any kind in making the run between 
the capital of Sofala and Machipanda. The pillar of this bridge, destroyed 

to an extent of 8 meters in length, by an explosive charge, has already been 
rebuilt; this will make it possible to resume normal traffic movement within 
the next several day... As we know, this sabotage act, carried out by bands 
trained and armed by South Africa, was designed above all to block the develop- 
ment of the country, particularly of the members of SADCU [illegible] in 
general. This partial destruction of the railroad bridge happened at the same 
time as the detonation of explosive charges which damaged the railroad bridge 
over the Pungue River; this caused a series of problems on this part of the 
line which were solved only due to the rapid and courageous response of the 
FRELIMO Party and the government, of government enterprises and agencies, as 
well as private outfits and individuals. More than 150 workers from CEM 
[illegible] Center were working on the reconstruction of the railroad bridge. 
The spokesman of that railroad and port complex pointed out that they worked 
hard for more than 6 weeks, putting in many long hours under difficult con- 
ditions. [Excerpts] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 27 Sep82 p 15] 
5058 





GDR CONSTRUCTION ASSISTANCE--A new city for the miners of CARBOMOC [Mozambique 
National Coal Company] (the government coal mining company operating at the 
Moatize mines) is rising in Matundo on the left bank of the Zambeze River, 
near the provincial capital of Tete. The project, which calls for very 
specific sites for the construction of housing units, industrial facilities, 
recreation centers, public utilities, and other infrastructure elements 
usually found in a modern city, will be carried in three phases extending to 
the year 2000. The physical plant of this project, which has already taken 
shape, according to information supplied to DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE, was designed 
by an enterprise from the GDR and was approved by the central government 
agencies of the People's Republic of Mozambique. In addition to technicians 
and young brigade members from the GDR, the project will also be carried out 
by workers and by the future young cadres now being trained at the National 
Technical School of the Organization of Mozambican youth, located in Moatize, 
in the Province of Tete. According to statements by the Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the City of Tete Cadnel [illegible] Mutemba, the birth 

of this new miners' development is a part of the expansion of the current 
provincial capital of Tete. [Excerpts] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in 
Portuguese 27 Sep 82 p 3] 5058 


MILITARY COURT JUDGES APPOINTED--A communique from the Minister of Defense 

of the RPM [People's Republic of Mozambique] reveals that new judges have 
been appointed to the Revolutionary Military Court [TMR] to replace those 
judges who are absent on service missions. Specifically, Minister of Defense 
Lt Gen Alberto Chipande has appointed Maj Gen Joao Americo Mpfumo Presiding 
Judge of the TMR and Maj Gen Pedro Galvao Odallah vice-president. Col Rafael 
Rohomodja, Col Joao Aleixo Malunga and Lt Col Cornelio Focas were named full 
judges. The communique also stated that Maj Ernesto Rosario Ndupa has been 
appointed an alternate judge. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 9 Sep 


82 p 1] 9972 
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BISHOPS TO ROME--Pope John Paul II yesterday received at Castel Gandolfo 
five bishops from Mozambique who are in Europe on an "Ad Limina Apostolorum" 
visit, ANOP [Portuguese News Agency] has announced. Catholic prelates must 
pay their respects to the pope and the Holy See once every 5 years. Yester- 
day John Paul II received in succession Dom Januario Nhamgumbe, bishop of 
Pemba; Dom Alberto Setele, bishop of Inhambane; Dom Paulo Manjate, bishop of 
Tete; Dom Bernardo Governo, bishop of Quelimane; and Dom Julio Lango, bishop 
of Xai-Xai. On Thursday the Pope received the archbishop of Maputo and the 
bishops of Beira and Lichinga. A collective audience with the entire Mozam- 
bican episcopate is planned in the next few days. This will be conducted by 
John Paul II in Portuguese. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 18 Sep 
82 p 8] 9972 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


NO SAUDI LOAN--Nigeria--Billion Dollar Question--According to the federal 
budget director, the well-publicised $1 billion loan from Saudi Arabia 

has not materialised, We understand that President Shagari has now invited 
King Fahd to Nigeria. [Text] [London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English 

6 Oct 82 p 8] 


ALLIANCE ELECTION STRATEGY DECIDED--Lagos, October 15--The Progressive 
Parties Alliance (PPA), a grouping of four parties opposed to the ruling 
national party, has decided to allocate posts for top candidates in next 
year's federal elections on an equal basis to each of the four. The decision 
to distribute the top spots equally was taken at the just-ended fifth meet- 
ing of the alliance, which consists of the Unity Party (UNP), Nigerian 
Peoples’ Party (NPP), the Great Nigeria Peoples’ Party (GNPP) and a wing of 
the Peoples’ Redemption Party (PRP). In the 1979 federal elections which 
marked the end of 13 years of military rule, these four parties--campaigning 
independent ly--won between them the majority of elective seats, However, 

the National Party won the greatest single number of seats of any of the 
five parties then registered, obtaining the proportion of votes required 
under the constitution to enable it to govern, The Nigerian news agency NAN, 
reporting the results of the latest meeting of the alliance in Lagos, said 
that other political appointments would be allocated subsequent to the 
elections on the basis of the number of states controlled by each party, 
Since the 1979 elections the Federal Electoral Commission has registered 

a sixth party to present candidates. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AF? 

in English No 2942, 19 Oct 82 p 12] 





NAVY RECRUITING--Arrangements have been concluded to recruit from ail ‘ta 
of the Federation various categories of officers and ratings into fie 
Nigerian Navy. Recruitment of new ratings will commence in ali State canitc) 
as from 1 November and will last one month, A statement by the Directorz 
of Naval Information calls on able-bodied young men who possess tirst sciico 
leaving certificates, West African school certificates and other trade 
qualifications to take advantage of the recruitment exercise to enlist in t 
Navy “ ratings. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 25 (ct 8? 
p 2803 
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ARMY DISCHARGES--About 100,000 soldiers have been discharged and rehabilitated 
by the Nigerian army within the last six years, The Director of Army, Staff 
Duties and Planning, Brigadier Ibrahim Babangida has said that about 150,000 
soldiers were expected to be discharged within the next three years. [Text] 
[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 25 Oct 82 p 2803] 


LAGOS STILL CAPITAL-~-President Shagari has said that Lagos would legally 
continue to remain the nation's federal capital until a proclamation was 
made that Abuja had become the new federal capital, Declaring open the 
first Federal Executive Council meeting in the new federal capital, the 
President said that only when such a proclamation was made that Lagos would 
cease to be regarded as the nation's capital, He stated that the Executive 
Council meeting would take place in Abuja from time to time, but not every 
time, On the movement to the new capital city which has already started, 
President Shagari stressed that this would continue progressively as more 
offices were completed, [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 

25 Oct 82 p 2805] 


STOCK MARKET PROBLEMS--The nation's capital market has been adversely 
affected by the current economic situation with the share prices of many 
companies falling due to spiralling inflation and low earning. The 
Director-General of the Nigerian Stock Exchange, Mr Hayford Alile said that 
applications, mostly for debenture shares, now flow into the exchange, from 
many companies seeking to improve their financial resources, since foreign 
partners of such companies were not willing to commit further capital, He 
said that due to low performances and consequent fall in share prices, many 
companies now sold shares below par value while a large number had been on 
offer without willing buyers. "This is an unwelcomed trend for the market," 
he said, Mr Alile stated that the market prices of listed securities have 
been dropping. He pointed out that the value of the Federal Government 
stocks dropped from N3.08bn. on January 31, 1982 to N2.8bn. on May 31, 1982, 
a paper loss in market value of seven percent or NO.22bn. By August 31, 1982 
the market capitalisation of government stocks further fell to N2.69bn. a 
decrease of NO.18bn. or six percent. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 
No 3403, 25 Oct 82 p 2805] 


STEEL MILL NEXT MONTH--The Katsina Steel Rolling Mill which began rolling 

out coils and rods from last month will be commissioned by President Shagari 
next month. The Minister of Steel, Mallam Ali Makele said that the take-off 
of the mill was realisation of a dream, Mallam Makele said that about 

N278m. had been spent on the three inland rolling mills at Oshogbo, Jos and 
Katsina. He said that about N1.4bn. had been invested in the steel complexes 
at Aladja and Ajaokuta, He described Nigeria's substantial investments in 
the steel industry as the wisest decision any government in Nigeria had ever 
made, He said that Nigeria would become the highest producer of best quality 
steel . Africa, [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 25 Oct 82 

p 2805 


41 





IRON SMUGGLING FROM JAPAN--The Galvanised Iron Sheets Manufacturers Associa- 
tion of Nigeria has alleged that some Japar-based firms and their Nigerian 
collaborators were smuggling iron sheets into the country in order to sabotage 
the growth of the steel industry in Nigeria, The spokesman for the associa- 
tion claimed that the smugglers imported galvanised flat sheets and declared 
them as cold-rolled steel sheets, paying a nimilan duty of five percent 
instead of 30 percent as regulated by President Shagari's Economic Stabilisa- 
tion Act. The association warned that the young Nigerian steel industry 
cannot match any competition with the giant Japanese industry which had even 
"crippled the steel industries of the United States and Western Europe.” 

It therefore called for better protection by the Federal Government. [Text] 
[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 25 Oct 82 p 2805] 


DAM IN BAUCHI STATE--The Federal Government is building a dam worth more 
than N129m, at Kafin Zaki in Bauchi State for irrigation and agricultural 
purposes, the special assistant to the president in the state, Alhaji 
Husseini Adamu, has said. Briefing Youth Corps members recently deployed 
to Bauchi, Alhaji Husseini said the dam would provide water for the develop- 
ment of 125,000 hectares of land among the Obe and Jama‘Are rivers. He said 
that the dam would enable the Hadejia-Jama'Are River Basin Development 
pire to produce more rice, wheat, mize, vegerables, cotton and fruit 
trees. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3403, 25 Oct 82 p 2805] 
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RWANDA 


COUNTRY'S SITUATION, NEEDS DESCRIBED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Oct 82 p 5 


[Article by Philippe Decraene: "Rwanda Hopes for Increased Civilian and 
Military Aid"] 


[Text] Mr Mitterrand left Paris this Wednesday, 6 October, 
for Bujumbura, Burundi, on the first lap of his second offi- 
cial visit to Africa, during which he is scheduled to parti- 
cipate in the 9th Franco-African summit conference in 
Kinshasa, Zaire. 


Mr Mitterrand is being accompanied by three ministers on this 
trip, which the spokesman for the Elysee Palace described as 
"an important new stage in France's African policy." They 
are Minister of External Relations Claude Cheysson, Minister 
Delegate to the Minister of External Relations for Coopera- 
tion Jean-Pierre Cot, and Minister of Posts and Telecommuni- 
cations Louis Mexandeau. 


Mr Cheysson will leave the French delegation following the 
Kinshasa conference, and will then pay an official visit to 
Tanzania and Kenya from 10 to 12 October. 


In this article, our special correspondent assesses the 
situation in Rwanda, where Mr Mitterrand is expected to 
arrive on Thursday, 7 October, after his Burundi visit. 


Kigali--"The Hutu is a Rwandan, but the Tutsi and the Twa are also Rwandans 
They are ail, without exception, full citizens," Major General Habyarimana. 
presiden” of the Republic of Rwanda, informed us. General Habyarimana, who 
has been in power since dawn on 5 June 1973, when, along with a group of 
officers, he ousted the civilian regime the fate of which was governed by the 
debonair but inefficient Gregoire Kayibanda, is devoting the bulk of his 
efforts to maintaining a precarious civil peace. 


Like that in Burundi, the population is divided into three ethnic groups 

differing greatly in importance. The Hutu comprise 85 percent of tue total, 
the Tutsi 14 percent and the Twa 1 percent--almost exactly the same percent- 
ages as are found in the territory of Burundi. On the other hand, while to 
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the south of the frontier, power is in the hands of the Tutsi minority, in 
Rwanda it is the Hutu majority :which manages the affairs of state. 


Unlike the situation in Bujumbura, where even the use of the terms Hutu, Tutsi 
and Twa is avoided, it is believed in Kigali that the ethnic question should 
be confronted squarely. One could cite as proof the fact that the national 
identity cards show, along with sex, age and the residence of the holder, his 
ethnic affiliation. Moreover, there are quotas for the admission of each 
racial group in the lower schools and university, as well as for acceptance in 
the civil service or army enrollment. Finally, within the government, there 
is only a single minister of Tutsi origin. 


"Here, ' one respondent admitted, "regional and tribal tensions remain in the 
background. The chief of state has succeeded, at least seemingly, in getting 
the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa to coexist peacefully, even though there is discrimin- 
ation of a certain sort limiting access to jobs. There is moreover a balance 
to be reestablished, to the extent that after several centuries of Tutsi 
supremacy, the Hutu have developed a considerable lag i1 relation to their 
former sovereigns." 


Rwanda has less of a problem to deal with in the relations between the Hutu 
and the Tutsi than in the difficulties among the Hutu themselves. Between 
1959 and 1962, while many Tutsi fled to Zaire, Uganda, Tanzania or Burundi as 
a response to the tragic massacres, the traditional monarchy disappeared and 
the majority began to impose its law on the minority, while simultaneously 
proclaiming a republic. 


At the time of the massacre of the Hutu people in Burundi in 1973, short-lived 
but brutal reprisals against the Tutsi very nearly revived the civil war in 
Rwanda. But for 10 years, all parties have been trying to play the game of 
peaceful coexistence. A young university student, hardly likely to be overly 
tolerant of the regime in Kigali, told us the following: "Like Bagaza in 
Burundi, Habyarimana here sees himself as the agent of reconciliation. It is 
this moreover which has earned him the harshest criticism from certain of his 
racial brothers, who would deny him the right to deal with the Tutsi as 
equals." 


In fact, early in the year 1980, the regime had to deal with an attempted 
putsch the authors of which were Hutu motivated by a desire for revenge, and 
thus opposed to any alteration of the ethnic relations. Major Lyzinde, chief 
of the security services, who is still in prison, and various other officers 
denounced "the objectionable return of the Tutsi to power," unsuccessfully 
challenging General Habyarimana. 


The Rwandan chief of state is convinced of the need to keep power concentrated 
in his own hands. "I know that party pluralism has its supporters," he told 
us, "but I for my part have unhesitatingly chosen the single party." And in 
fact, the only legal party in Rwanda is the National Revolutionary Development 
Movement (MRND), of which each citizen of Rwanda is from birth "a member by 
right and duty." However, the concept of a gradual return to democracy is 
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officially accepted, and a first stage was completed along this path with the 
election of a National Development Council in November of 1981. 


This election led to some criticism (cautious) in that only one Tutsi deputy 
(who is also the only minister belonging to the ethnic minority) was elected. 
But regional divisions weigh even less heavily than ethnic relations on polit- 
ical life. A Western diplomat told us: "The weight of the northern , .vinces 
is considerable. The armed forces are made up of natives of the north. In 
most prefectures, only 7 to 8 percent of the students have access to secondary 
education, while in the prefecture of Gisenyi, in the north, from which the 
president comes, it has been possible to gain entrance to the private second- 
ary schools and colleges for more than 15 percent of the students." 


Classified by international organizations as one of the 20 poorest countries 
on the planet, Rwanda has a population which has doubled in the past 30 years. 
Minister of Planning Anbroise Mulindangabo, a young economist of Tutsi origin 
educated at the University of Lubumbashi in Zaire, concludes’ for his part 
that "The only real national resource is the people of Rwanda. This is why 
the single party has, since 1974, launched community development projects, 
which, in our national language, Kinyarwanda, we call 'umuganda'--meaning a 
kind of permanent mobilization." 


On the whole, the development of agriculture, which represents the essential 
part of the economic potential, has been satisfactory. Coffee, known for its 
excellent quality and sold above all in the United States, accounts for 80 
percent of the export income. Systematically encouraged by the authorities, 
who want to safeguard Rwanda from the dangers of a single-crop economy, the 
cultivation of tea is developing steadily. In 1981, 8000 tons of tea were 
exported. 


The large daisy cultivated in high volcanic areas yields pyrethrum, used to 
produce insecticides, which are aiso exported to the United States. But the 
market is poor and the processing plant built in Ruhengiri is experiencing 
serious difficulties. Cinchona, cotton and tobacco, for the time being, 

are of but modest importance. Similarly, the mining industry is limited to 
the exploitation of smail deposits of cassiterite, a tin ore, which is ex- 
ported to Belgium. 


Located on a continent which some international experts say is doomed to 
famine, Rwanda has, like its southern neighbor, been a happy exception. ia 
tact, food crops aliow an enviable self-sufficiency as to food. 


The government knows that the contribution of international bodies remains 
indispensable. Out of a total investment of 125 billion Rwandan francs (1 
Rwandan franc equals 0.05 French francs), the five-year plan calls for 78 
billion in toreign aid, the greater part of which will be supplied by the 
World Bank and by the European Development Fund (EDF). 


Aware of the modesty of their own resources and concerned about the deficit * 
their trade balance due to the decline in coffee prices, the ieaders in Kigaii 








are pursuing a policy of financial austerity which has earned them an excel- 
lent reputation. The extent of their foreign exchange reserves, the reason- 
able nature of their foreign debt, in a word their financial conservatism, in- 
spires confidence in investors. Moreover, the desire of General Habyarimana 
and his team to find regional solutions to the economic problems has aroused 
renewed interest among the people of Rwanda. 


The headquarters of the Economic Community of the Countries of the Great Lakes 
(CEPGL), a body which was created in September 1976 by Rwanda, Burundi and 
Zaire, is located in Gisenyi, on the shore of Lake Kivu. Some 60 employees 
are working within the framework of the CEPGL to perfect economic projects of 
interest to the three member nations, such as the building of a farm equipment 
plant in Kigali, and the construction of a fertilizer factory in Gisenyi. 


In supporting the organization for the development of the Kagera basin (OBK), 
for which a headquarters is being built in Kigali, Rwanda has demonstrated to 
what extent it intends to remain faithful to its double role as the linchpin 
nation between eastern and central Africa. It is this desire to maintain as 
correct a balance as possible among their various international partners which 
has led the people of Rwanda to develop their cooperative relations both with 
the West and the countries of the East. 


Maintaining excellent relations with North Korea and the People's Republic of 
China, which is helping Rwanda to develop its rice plantations and to modern- 
ize its road network, the government in Kigali maintains triendly relations 
with Belgium, the FRG and France as well. Where this last-mentioned nation is 
concerned, a gradual expansion of cooperation in all sectors can be noted, 
dountless out of a desire to avoid having the former mother country as the 
sole privileged partner. 


In the course of the past few years, the contributions of the Central Fund for 
“conomit Cooperatior have multiplied. This body has granted loans for financ- 
ing, amon, other things, the building of a plant to process sulphate of 
quinine, construction of the Hot21 Meridian in Gisenyi. and the wodernization 
and ex»xansion of the airport or the Rwandar capital. Yrance is represented by 
its dcctovs in the Ruhengiri Hospital, aid bv its officers at the police 
school located in the same city. But General Habyarimana hopes to optain even 
more, and the visit of the French chief of state should provide him with an 
opportunity to make this known again, for he told us recently the following: 
"As a product of my three talks with President Mitterrand, I have a promise of 
an increase in the civilian and military aid provided to us by France." 


5157 
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SENEGAL 


HUMAN RIGHTS SYMPOSIUM OPENS IN DAKAR 24 OCTOBER 





AB261350 Paris AFP in French 1350 GMT 25 Oct 82 


[Text] Dakar, 25 Oct (AFP)--Senagalese President Abdou Diouf yesterday opened 
an international symposium in Dakar on the African Charter on Human Rights, 
adopted by the OAU summit held in Nairobi in 1981. 


This symposium, organized by the African Institute of Human Rights and attended 
by lawyers, doctors, historians, philosophers, sociologists and religious leaders 
from 23 countries, is aimed at promoting the African Charter on Human Rights. 


This charter, which has so far been signed or ratified by only 14 countries, 
has not yet come into force, since an absolute majority of the 50 OAU member 
states is required. 


Opening the symposium, the Senegalese president expressed the view that "if 
there is no respect for basic human rights and if the individual does not enjoy 
the minimum freedom of thought and action, there can be no development." 
According to him, states should make a special effort because, he says, "in 

the final analysis, it is they that are mainly responsible for the protection 


of human rights." 


Concerning human rights institutions, President Diouf said that they should 
assist one another in order to ensure that the protection and promotion of those 
rights go beyond "the limited circle of experts to become the daily struggle of 
every individual.” 


"Rights can be learmed and their mortal enemy is ignorance and intolerance," 
said the Senegalese head of state. 


For his part, Moustapha Seck, president of the institute and chairman of the 
inter-African union of lawyers, observed that these two institutions have mad 
promotion "one of the main forms of defense of human rights" because accordiuy 
to their motto, "to be defended, human rights must be known, and to be known 
they must be taught." He also stressed the institute's desire to do its utmo>! 
to ensure the entry into force of the African charter. 


The symposium is expected to end on Thursday following discussions on the 
interpretation of the African charter, and human rishts in African traditions 
and in the religions practiced in Africa, among others. 


CSO: 3419/122 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


NEGOTIATED SOLUTION DESIRED FOR OAU--Dakar, 28 Oct (AFP)--President of the 
Republic of Senegal Abdou Diouf called for negotiations in order to find a 
solution to the OAU crisis, when he received the credentials of Rachid Haddad, 
the ambassador of Algeria, on Thursday. Senegal, he said, has always been an 
advocate of fraternal negotiations on equal footing in order to find a dynamic 
compromise as a solution to the Western Saharan issue. "Never has this attitude 
been more necessary than in the present OAU crisis." The Senegalese president 
further stressed the need for African heads of state to "show their cohesion, 
solidarity and nonalignment, in order to play down the nefarious effects of the 
mounting crisis. Africa's only chance to play an important role on the inter- 
national scene lies in unity and solidarity," he added, stating that "cohesion 
shown to the outside world must be underlined by a minimum of [words indistinct] 
to internal African problems." In this regard, he revealed that persistent 
focusing of attention on minor issues of the crisis has resulted in losing sight 
of the essential point which is observing a decision made by the heads of 

state conference. President Diouf finally reaffirmed the desire of Senegal to 
maintain relations of sincere friendship and rich bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation with Algeria. [Text] [AB282141 Paris AFP in French 1821 GMT 

28 Oct 82] 


CSO: 3419/122 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


ARMY WANTS MILITARY UNITS AT UNIVERSITIES--The defense force wants to establish 
military units with colleges of education and technicons. This was announced 
today by the inspector-general of the army, Maj-Gen M.J. du Plessis, when he 
opened the headquarters of the newly-established wilitary unit of the Rand 
Afrikaans University in Johannesburg. He said university military units were 
important to the army, as the majority of its leadership element came from 
higher educational institutions. The Rand Afrikaans University unit is the sixth 
military unit attached to a university. [Text] [MB281537 Johannesburg Domestic 
Service in English 1400 GMT 28 Oct 82] 





CSO: 3400/157 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


DEMOCRATIC PARTY THREATENS BOYCOTT--Kampala, October 21--Uganda's opposition 
Democratic Party (DP) has threatened to boycott forthcoming by-elections to 
Parliament unless the Government agrees to certain conditions, DP leader 
Paul Ssemogerere today demanded that the Government disband the country's 
Electoral Commission, make sweeping amendments in the electoral law and 
remove military camps from the countryside, He also called for the disarming 
of members of the ruling Uganda People's Congress (UPC) youth wing, the 
release of political prisoners before the by-elections to allow them to 
take part in the voting, and freedom for all four Ugandan parties to hold 
public and campaign rallies, "If the by-elections are arranged in complete 
disregard of these demands, the party will be at liberty to review its 
position regarding participation in the by-elections," Mr Ssemogerere's 
statement warned. The by-elections for seven vacant seats were promised 
‘soon’ by President Milton Obote in a speech to his party secretariat last 
month, but no date has been fixed. Mr Ssemogerere accused the present 
electoral commission of being ‘partial’ in favour of the UPC and said the 
electoral law should be amended to provide for one ballot box at each 
polling station instead of separate boses for each candidate. He said the 
ballot papers should be counted on the spot immediately after polling, and 
that armed security men should be prevented from approaching the polling 
stations. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2943, 

22 Oct 82 p 15] 


FRENCH AID FOR REFUGEES--Paris, October 22--The French Government is drawing 
up an aid programme for the 30,000 people who have fled from Uganda into 
Rwanda since the beginning of the month with accounts of "harrassment" by 
Ugandan authorities. The Cooperation and Development Ministry has hosted 
two meetings this week with representatives of other ministries and French 
humanitarian organisations to coordinate emergency relief. After a meeting 
yesterday reliable sources said the Government had agreed to pick up the bill 
for the cost of flying out medical supplies provided by relief organisations. 
A first load of medical supplies is expected to leave early next week after 
a request for help from the Rwandan authorities. This latest wave of re 
refugees from Uganda consists of people of Rwandan descent, many of whom have 
lived in what is now Uganda for several generations. (A.F.P.) [Text] 

[Paris AFRICA AFP in English No 2943, 22 Oct 82 p 15] 
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ZAIRE 


GROWING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, ROLE OF FRENCH AID DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7, 8 Oct 82 


{Article by Jean-Claude Pomonti: "French Aid Totaling 450 Million Francs in 
1982; Aggravated Economic and Financial Crisis Makes Living Conditions 
Increasingly Difficult" ] 


[7 Oct 82 p 5] 


(fText] Kinshasa--From Giscard d'Estaing to Mitterrand, French aid to Zaire 

has been clearly marked by continuity, and the allocations for 1983 make it 
clear that it has in a way reached its cruising speed and that no major change 
is as yet foreseen.- In 1982, French aid was second only to that from Belgium-- 
the former mother country of the colony--and ran well ahead of the aid pro- 
vided by the World Bank, the United States, the EEC and also the FRG. 


The most conspicuous--and controversial--aspect of French aid is the forma- 
tion, training, and above all the staffing of the 3lst Zairian Parachute 
Brigade by French commissioned and noncommissioned officers. It can be 
assumed that this undertaking, which actually followed the intervention by tie 
Foreign Legion in Kolwezi in 1978, is bearing fruit. One of the four battalions 
in this unit of 4,200 men saw action in Chad, from December 1981 to June 

1982, within the framework of a neutral inter-African force, without its 
French officers’ staff and, apparently, without having suffered too much 

that lack. On the military level, the balance of the French cooperati 
ers--of whom there are 125--are distributed among the general staff, the 
faculty at an armored troops school (Paris supplied light tecticent truck 

light automatic machine guns of the AML—Panhard type), and the trairon: 
Zairian pilots to fly the Mirage. This aid came to a tota! of some /2 

francs. 


In this vast French-speaking country, in which there are 2 thousand Beicis 
cooperative workers, half of them teachers, French cooperati m has encomoass: 
sectors perhaps somewhat more original than elsewhere: “cology, seceud 
technical education, the production of school manuals, the training of 

ers, railroads and airports. Taking into account the three Ailiances Al 
three French schools (where the latter are concerned, half of the some £500 
students are of French nationa'ity), Paris is maintaining about 300 civilian 
cooperative workers in Zaire. 








The budget for this cooperation came to 130 million francs in 1982, to which 
must be added 150 million franes in loans from the Central Fund for Economic 
Cooperation (CCCE) and 100 million frances in accordance with a financial pro- 
tocol. The total amount of French aid, military cooperation included, can 
thus be estimated at 450 million francs, as compared to 800 million francs for 
Belgian aid (also including military aid). Aid from the World Bank came to 
about 150 million francs, which is also the amount of the respective contri- 
butions of the EEC, the United States (civilian aid) and the FRG. 


Next year, the French civilian cooperation package should be increased by 8 
percent, which in practice represents the continuation of the present effort. 
On the other hand, military aid is to be reduced. In the spring of 1983, when 
the officers are relieved, French staffing of the 3lst Brigade should be re- 
duced by 15 percent, if all goes well (70 officers in all as compared to the 
present 80, including 20 commissioned officers and 60 noncommissioned 
officers). Paris expects the command of this brigade to be transferred to 
Zairians at the end of 1984, when the Zairian colonel scheduled to take 
command has completed his 2 years at the French War College. As of that date, 
it is possible that some 20 French military advisors will remain available to 
that unit. 


While the French role in maintaining Zairian helicopters (Alouette, Gazelle, 
Puma) is to be continued--because Kinshasa understands the usefulness of the 
missions to which these aircraft are assigned--two other French military pro- 
grams may be subjected to review in the near future. Out of more than 200 
light armored Panhard vehicles supplied by Paris, only a hundred have been 
operational for about a half a dozen years now. Of the 17 Mirage-5s (simpli- 
fied version) which the Zairian air force has, only 7 are still airworthy. 
The maintenance of this equipment--the aircraft above all--is costly, and it 
remains to be seen if the Zairians have both the resources and the will to 
provide it. 


[8 Oct 82 p 5] 


[Text] Kinshasa--The capital of Zaire has for long years provided a view of a 
vast disorganized agglomeration in which the infrastructure has collapsed 
under the weight of the squatters; where everything is scheming, wangling some- 
thing, and makeshift measures; where the contrast is sometimes startling be- 
tween the ostentatious luxury enjoyed by some and the impoverished zones in 
the "cite," the African section in the heart of the town. For a long time now 
people have wondered how it is that this structure remains intact, and has not 
yielded to the real tensions within it. After all, if the police there extort 
money from the taxi drivers and if the "matabiche" openly prevails, it is in- 
deed because wages are laughable, when indeed they are paid, which often in- 
volves several months' delay--and nothing can be obtained without the little 
additional effort to make the service rendered worthwhile. 


At present, however, despite the repair of the avenues with the coming Franco- 


African summit meeting in view, living conditions have deteriorated per- 
ceptibly. The long lines at the gas pumps are already proof that, for lack of 
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foreign exchange, the state has been forced to ration fuel in fact, to reduce 
a monthly oil bill of some 25 million dollars. Transportation has been 
affected, and supplies of cassava, the basic foodstuff, have felt the effects. 
There is also talk of rationing the flour used by bakeries. 


The increasing supply difficulties have also led to an increase in pick- 
pockets' activities, as the headlines in the two local dailies, ELIMA j 
SALONGO, among others, emphasize. At the airport, thieves, who must indeed 
enjoy the complicity of the security services, have emptied airplane tanks of 
their kerosene, which they resell to housewives on the market. A whole world 
of retailers is thus living from theft or the diversion of goods. Every ad- 
ministrative department is getting higher bribes than in the past. The pilots 
who fly for Air Zaire, the national company, are paid their wages sometimes as 
much as 4 months late. Obviously, the state is having more and more difficul- 
ty paying the employees, more and more of whom are being dismissed. 


Kinshasa perhaps provides a distorted picture of what is happening in the rest 
of this vast subcontinent inhabited by a population of 28 million. But the 
indications of the economic and financial impasse in which Zaire finds itself 
are numerous. Communications in Zaire are ever slower. Iu the industrial 
sector, enterprises are operating at 40 or 50 percent of their production 
capacity. With but very few exceptions, it is less than ever a matter of 
direct investment or reinvestment of profits. Only gifts--bilateral and 
multilateral aid--now represent an injection for the failing economy. 


Economic Self-Sufficiency 


Even when it does so badly, the state nonetheless provides some essential ser- 
vices: frontier security, maintenance of public order, education, limited 
health services and a semblance of taxation. The customs service, in particu- 
lar, has been taken in hand, with the aid of the Belgians. In education, de- 
spite the delays in their paychecks, the teachers continue to function. In 
the army, the French and the Belgians, each in their departments, are main- 
taining or strengthening some few units. The Israelis have undertaken to put 
the Special Presidential Battalion (BSP) (not to be confused wich the presi- 
dential guard) back on its feet. 


But to fill in the gap which has thus been created, the large companies 
gap ’ 2 

Christian missions have learned to live on an almost self-sufficient econo 

basis, by importing, transporting or producing what the Any <7 *#1 


prise which wants to function, above all outside the capital, must ~cre 7 
less plan for any contingency. Including the schools and the dfere caui- 

its employees and their children. Thus the country is being provincialive” 
The chaotic transportation system works toward this. For lac roreipn 
change and because of the depreciation of its currency, the ctate han even 
been forced to authorize business groups to seek foreter orcthsoope or the Bier 
warket in order to undertake indispensable imports. Since the toreign deh 
Zaire has been estimated at more than 5 billion dollars, and the I¥F sus- 
pended aid to Zaire in November of 1981, one can presume that the breakin, 
point is near. However, no one, or almost no onc, seems persuaded of this . 
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Linshasa. The traditional arguments are put forth. One must not underesti- 
mate the endurance of the people. Another is also emphasized: President 
Mobutu has not yet fully realized that his Western lenders--American, Belgian 
or French--can do nothing, but when he does, he will have recourse to 
draconian measures in an attempt to deal with the situation. As a result, 
there is a refusal to interpret the increasing breakdown of the administration 
as a failure of the state. 


It must be admitteu that the current political calm works to the advantage of 
the Zairian chief of state. On 18 and 19 September, within an atmosphere of 
almost general indifference, the legislative council (parliament), whose five- 
year term of office had come to its normal end, was reelected, with the voters 
being asked to choose their deputies from the slates nominted by the single 
party. Trucks equipped with loudspeakers talked to the wind in Kinshasa. No 
one really felt that any choice was offered. The rather frequent government 
reorganizations do not seem to arouse the public either, since every citizen 
knows that the power is concentrated in the hands of a president who governs 
with the aid of a mer’: handful of collaborators. It would be difficult to 
speak of local political life. 


For the government, opposition can only be the reflection of foreign inten- 
tions where it is concerned. Moreover, a revival of interest which did occur 
when the socialists won power in France in 1981, caused it worry. Behind the 
intrigues of Zairian politicians in exile in Brussels, Kinshasa always sees-- 
rightly or wrongly--the manipulation of Belgian interest groups. As to the 13 
former parliamentarians sentenced in July to the maximal penalty of 15 years 
of forced labor, for having created an opposition party, they give the impres- 
sion, in the view of the observers least sympathetic to them, of an official 
opposition in a country where, as President Mobutu is the first to reiterate, 
not even any discussion of the authority of the chief is tolerated. 


There is nothing to suggest that in the immediate future Zaire will succeed in 
extricating itself from the rut in which it finds itself. Barring an urban 
explosion or the revolt of a province, its future, again in the short run, may 
depend on factors over which it has little or even no control at all. These 
include an unlikely rise in the price of copper or cobalt--its main foreign 
exchange income, an unforeseeable disruption in French or Belgian aid, or 
serious difficulties--which do not exist at this time--with its neighbors. In 
fact, the future represents a serious unknown factor. What is certain, on the 
other hand, is that the tool is continuing to rust, little by little, and that 
even if the international market conditions were to become more favorable, it 
would be increasingly difficult to get the machine in operation again, what- 
ever the potential of the Zairian soil and subsoil--described as consider- 
able--might be. 
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